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YALSA Board of Directors 

 2021 Annual Meeting, Virtual  

June 26, 2021 

 

 

Topic:    The Hub Blog Manager Report 

Background: Sara Beth Coffman, Member-Manager of The Hub 

(http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/), YALSA’s YA collections blog, has 

provided the Board with a semi-annual report. The purpose of the blog is 

to provide timely information and resources to support efforts to improve 

teen collection and content curation. 

 

Action Required: Consent 

 

Overview 

The Hub maintains a steady stream of publishing, both Selected Lists content and, on Fridays, 

original content such as interviews and themed lists. We have been happy to host a guest blogger 

a few times and have been pleased with the wide-ranging and thought-provoking interviews 

we’ve been able to conduct and publish with 2021 YALSA award winners and other authors. The 

complete list of 2021 interviews follows. 

● Alex Award winner Emily M Danforth 

● Alex Award winner Tochi Onyebuchi 

● Alex Award winner TJ Klune 

● Nikki Grimes 

● Morris Award finalist Nina Kenwood 

● Morris Award finalist Christina Hammonds Reed 

● Excellence in Nonfiction finalist John Rocco 

● Excellence in Nonfiction finalist Elizabeth Rusch 

● Excellence in Nonfiction finalist Candace Fleming 

● Morris Award finalist Isabel Ibañez 

● Morris Award winner Kyrie McCauley 

● Printz Award winner Daniel Nayeri 

 

In February, we launched the 2021 Reading Challenge with a BINGO-style game. We invited 

readers to sign up and have 41 registered participants. We also encouraged readers to play along 

without signing up. Registered participants are also invited to share their responses to what they 

read, some of which have been published in our check-in posts

http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/
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Selected Lists 

The 2022 teams have been working diligently, writing one featured review a week and creating 

quarterly roundups of all nominated titles. 

 

Our new publication format for the Selected Lists has proven very successful, creating a clean 

and readable product with fresh, non-repeating content. 

 

Advisory Board 

The advisory board has been meeting regularly, usually once monthly. They are excited to write 

for the blog and to spread the word (via social media and individual professional networks) about 

our content. 
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Pageviews (Jan to May 2021) 

 

Month Posts Views 

January 13 45,060 

February 14 29,732 

March 23 29,306 

April 21 24,734 

May 21 25,416 

 

Most Viewed Posts in Last 90 Days: 

 

 

 
Home page / Archives 11994 

Teen-Friendly Horror Movies That Won't Make Parents Scream in Outrage 2573 

Diving Deeper into Divergent 1660 

2021 Great Graphic Novels for Teens Nominees 1561 

Selected Lists 1514 

2021 Best Fiction for Young Adults Nominees 1481 

2021 Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers Nominees 1392 

An Interview with Alex Award Winner TJ Klune, author of The House in the 

Cerulean Sea 

 

1181 

Booklist: Asexuality and Aromanticism in Young Adult Fiction 1058 

Using History to Understand Current Social Issues 787 

You're Not Alone: Mental Health Nonfiction Picks for Teens 784 

Genre Guide: Post-Apocalyptic Fiction for Teens 766 

12 Books for Fans of I'll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson 754 

"Books Where Stuff Happens: An Exploration of Hi/Lo Books" 689 

The Glorious 25th of May & Terry Pratchett 586 

Reading Fanfiction 562 
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Booklist: Time Travel Reads for Teens 562 

Librarians Love: Non-Graphic Novel Readalikes for Manga/Anime 555 

Great Road Trip Audiobooks for Teens (And their Parents!) 506 

Booklist: Books for Fans of Supernatural 501 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Nominations Round-Up, Spring 463 

Genre Guide: Steampunk for Teens 457 

Booklist: Books to Celebrate Earth Day and the Environmentalist in All of Us 452 

Genre Guide: Spy Fiction 420 

20 Books to Inspire Social Change 419 

So you want to read a Sarah Dessen book? 398 

YA Fiction about Overcoming Adversity 368 

Take a Closer Look at Comics 363 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Nominations Round-Up, Spring 352 

YA Books with a Male Point of View 340 

How large is your personal library? 337 

Collection Resources 333 

Booklist: So You Want to Read a Holly Black Book 333 

About 329 

Genre Guide: Graphic Memoirs 326 

Genre Guide: YA Contemporary Romance 305 

Booklist: If You Like The Young Elites by Marie Lu 303 

Did You Love Lost? Try These Books! 299 

Racial and Social Justice Podcasts for Teens 295 

Getting Over a Fictional Death 287 

Teen Book Clubs in Your Library 285 

Major Character Deaths In YA Lit 276 

The Ultimate Superhero, Supervillain, and Superpower YA Reading List 275 

2021 Amazing Audiobooks Nominees 274 
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One Thing Leads to Another: An Interview with James Dashner 273 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Nominations Round-Up, Spring 269 

Booklist: New LGBTQIAP+ Nonfiction for Pride Month 263 

Booklist: If You Like Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell 259 

Picture Books for Young Adults 254 

2014 Teens’ Top Ten: An Interview with Joelle Charbonneau 251 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of Firekeeper’s Daughter 

by Angeline Boulley 

 

246 

Why I Love Harry Potter 245 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of The Forest of Stolen 

Girls by June Hur 

 

238 

A Teen Perspective: E-books vs. Print Books 237 

Booklist: YA Alternate History 233 

13th Documentary Reading List for Teens 215 

Genre Guide: Westerns for Teens 214 

Sometimes the Apocalypse Can Be Good: Finding the Hope in Dystopian Literature 209 

2021 Nonfiction Award Finalists Announced 209 

The 2021 Hub Challenge Has Arrived! 208 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of American 

Betiya by Anuradha D. Rajurkar 

 

208 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of The Seventh Raven 

by David Elliott 

 

207 

Booklist: The Refugee Experience for Teens 206 

2021 YALSA Book Award Winners & Honors 201 

2021 Great Graphic Novels for Teens 199 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of Luck of the 

Titanic by Stacey Lee 

 

199 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Featured Review of What If We Were by Axelle  

Lenoir 198 
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Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of Dustborn by Erin 

Bowman 

 

198 

Read UK: YA Books Set in the United Kingdom 197 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of The Cost of 

Knowing by Brittney Morris 

 

197 

The Hub Reading Challenge - How to Get Started 195 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of The Crossroads 

at Midnight by Abby Howard 

 

194 

Anime Club 189 

Booklist: Recent YA Fiction about Technology for Teen Tech Week 187 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of Alone by Megan 

E. Freeman 

 

182 

2020 Nonfiction Award Winner: An Interview with Rex Ogle on Free Lunch 181 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Featured Review of Wicked Things by John 

Allison and Max Sarin 

 

180 

Booklist: Dating Violence, Consent, and Healthy Relationships in Young Adult Fiction 179 

One Thing Leads to Another: An Interview with Matt de la Peña 178 

Resources to Help Teens Choose a Career 171 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Featured Review of Incredible Doom, vol. 1 

by Matthew Bogart and Jesse Holden 

 

167 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of Every Single Lie 

by Rachel Vincent 

 

165 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Featured Review of I’m a Wild Seed by Sharon 

Lee De La Cruz 

 

164 

Mutism in YA books 164 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of The Truth Project 

by Dante Medema 

 

164 

Going Global: Resources for International YA Literature 163 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of One of the Good Ones 

by 

 

Maika Moulite and Maritza Moulite 163 
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Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of Don’t Stand So Close 

to Me by Eric Walters 

 

162 

Amazing Audiobooks (#AA2022) Nominations Round-Up, Spring 158 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of The Sky Blues by 

Robbie Couch 

 

154 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of Nubia: The Real 

One by L.L. McKinney and Illustrated by Robyn Smith 

 

153 

The Hub Challenge 2021 - Amazing Debuts 152 

"Marley was dead: to begin with. The enduring charm of A Christmas Carol" 151 

Genre Guide: Action Novels 149 

Amazing Audiobooks (#AA2022) Featured Review of Lost in the Never Woods by 

Aiden Thomas 

 

142 

An Interview with Alex Award Winner Tochi Onyebuchi, author of Riot Baby 141 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Featured Review of Surviving the City, vol. 2: 

From the Roots Up by Tasha Spillett and Natasha Donovan 

 

138 

Genre Guide: Mysteries for Teens 137 

Spoken Word Poetry: The Art of Performing and Storytelling 137 

2020 Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers Nominees 136 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Featured Review of Villainous by Stonie Williams 

and Jef Sadzinski 

 

134 

Closing Out National Poetry Month with an Interview with Poet Nikki Grimes 132 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Featured Review of Ghosted in L.A., Vol. 2-3 by 

Sina Grace, Siobhan Keenan, and Cathy Le 

 

132 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of Last Night at 

the Telegraph Club by Malinda Lo 

 

128 

April: Cruelest Month or Kindest? National Poetry Month 127 

Fandom 101: The Raven Cycle 126 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of The Canyon’s Edge 

by Dusti Bowling 

 

126 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of Yesterday is History 
by 

125 
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Kosoko Jackson  

Coming of Age Online: Social Media in YA Literature 123 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Featured Review of Thirsty Mermaids by Kat Leyh 123 

How To Read: Step by Step Instructions to Pleasure Reading 123 

Best Fiction for Young Adults (#BFYA2022) Featured Review of Off the Record 

by Camryn Garrett 

 

121 

Diversity Matters: Privilege & Representation in YA Lit 120 

Diversity YA Life: Urban Fiction 119 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of Noelle: The Mean 

Girl by Ashley Woodfolk 

 

116 

Diversify YA Life: Interracial Couples 116 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of Muted by 

Tami Charles 

 

115 

Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers (#QP2022) Featured Review of Starfish by Lisa 

Fipps 

114 

An Interview with 2021 Morris Award finalist Christina Hammonds Reed, author of 

The Black Kids 

 

114 

Great Graphic Novels (#GGN2022) Featured Review of Odessa by Jonathan Hill 113 

Amazing Audiobooks (#AA2022) Featured Review of Love in English by Maria E. 

Andreu 

112 

Middle School Pride : LGBTQ+ Tweens in Literature for Youth 110 

Earth Day is Every Day! (pssst: it's also next week) 110 

2021 Best Fiction for Young Adults 108 
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Referrals in Last 90 Days: 

 

 

Report on Goals: 

The increased original content is a success as is our reformatted structure. We have partnered 

with the Social Media team to create tweets highlighting our featured reviews as well as the other 

nominees, which may account for an increase in traffic from twitter over time. 

 

The Dear Reader idea has not blossomed as no one has taken advantage of it, and there isn’t an 

easy way to suggest it to members/readers, so I’ve shelved it. The Advisory Board claims great 

interest, but no one has yet submitted posts for the site, and they would likely appreciate more 

guidance from YALSA on their role and purpose. 


