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Image Source

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kids_orange_foundation_cropped.svg


Links and Resources

Here is a QR Code to get 

you to the shared folder 

with all of my resources:

Here is a short link that 

will also get you there:

https://goo.gl/cvcH2B

https://goo.gl/cvcH2B




Fluency

Fluency is the ability to read with speed, 

accuracy and proper expression.

In order to understand what they read, 

students need to be able to read fluently 

whether that be silently or out loud.

Fluent readers when they read aloud:

● Read in phrases

● Add intonation at appropriate points

● And read smoothly and with expression Image Source

http://maxpixel.freegreatpicture.com/School-Study-Book-Read-Dictionary-English-Girl-2771936


What not having fluency feels like to students:

● I seem to get stuck when I read 

a lot of words

● It takes me so long to read 

something

● Reading takes so much 

energy; I can’t even think about 

what it means.

Source: Reading Rockets 

Image Source

http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/target/fluency
http://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/wooden-tile/r/reading.html


How to help develop fluency:

● Repeated Readings

● Audio Assisted Readings

● Shared Reading

● Paired (or partner) Reading

● Choral Reading

● Poetry Theater

Image Source

http://maxpixel.freegreatpicture.com/Book-Reading-Sand-Sea-Grains-Heart-Love-2115176


Poetry is a wonderful tool to explore each of these!

Poetry is an irresistible way for students to learn to love reading, especially out 

loud! Who can resist humourous poetry by authors like Shel Silverstein and Jack 

Prelutsky

● Read/listen/record/share poetry read aloud

● Read with partners

● Read in small groups

● Read chorally

● Poetry ‘Theater’



Read Poetry Aloud

Image Source

http://www.robins.af.mil/News/Features/Display/Article/379459/paws-for-reading-therapy-dogs-lend-an-ear-to-robins-elementary-students/


Link

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/if-poems/id474446630?mt=8


Link

https://www.poets.org/


Link

http://poetryteachers.com/


Listen to/Record poetry 

Image Source

https://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6660032213


Link

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/poems-by-heart-from-penguin-classics/id577789325?mt=8&ign-itsct=577789325-577789325&ign-itscg=0177&ign-mpt=uo%3D4


Recording Students

Students can practice reading poetry 

● They can re-read while listening to 

their own another reader’s voice

● Provides outstanding documentation 

of fluency development

● Students can illustrate their own 

poetry and record an audio rendition 

of the poetry 

● Poems can be collected as a class 

journal around a theme, season or 

project

Image Source

https://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6659995783


Audio only: use the voice memo feature on the iPad

Image Source

http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/04/voice-recording-with-the-ipad.html#.Wfjae5OnFE4


Audio recording and digital ‘book’ creation tool

Link

https://bookcreator.com/


Tools to help create poetry

● iPads are my favorite content 

creation tool; most of these 

resources have online companions

● All of the ‘experiences’ with poetry 

build upon student’s love of being 

read to, hearing poetry read aloud 

and experimenting with language

● The technology element of the tools 

can often bridge the ‘gap’ for non-

fluent readers

Image Source

https://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6660073135


Tools to help create poetry

● Begin with tools that allow 

students to simply ‘move’ 

words around to create their 

own poem

● Next use tools that allow 

structured poems around 

themes or poetic structures: 

acrostic, shape, diamante, 

haiku.

Image Source

http://maxpixel.freegreatpicture.com/Office-Computer-Laptop-Work-Freelancer-Business-583839


Link

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/word-mover/id572997152?mt=8&ign-itsct=572997152-572997152&ign-itscg=0177&ign-mpt=uo%3D4


Poetry Creation Apps and Tools

Link:

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/instant-poetry-2/id925723441?mt=8


Link

http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/games-tools/theme-poems-a-30871.html


Link

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/acrostic-poem/id724841119?mt=8&ign-itsct=724841119-724841119&ign-itscg=0177&ign-mpt=uo%3D4


Link

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/diamante-poem/id724953313?mt=8&ign-itsct=724953313-724953313&ign-itscg=0177&ign-mpt=uo%3D4


Link

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/haiku-poem/id810338702?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/haiku-poem/id810338702?mt=8


Use a combination of tools to help develop fluency

● Record students reading their 

poetic creations

● Have them animate or illustrate 

their poetry and then use those 

animations in a slideshow or 

movie

● Have students perform their 

poems for one another; record 

and shared



Questions/Comments

Image Source

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ambidextrie.svg


Activity Time!

You are free to choose:

● Explore links and resources 

● Create a paint chip metaphor or synonym poem

Image Source

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wespeck/4473683746


Paint Chip Poetry

Link

http://rosevalleecreations.com/blog/2016/4/6/paint-chip-poetry




Links and Resources

Here is a QR Code to get 

you to the shared folder 

with all of my resources:

Here is a short link that 

will also get you there:

https://goo.gl/cvcH2B

https://goo.gl/cvcH2B


Thank You!

Please feel free to email me with any further questions or to share your student 

work with me!

Todd Burleson

toddburleson@winnetka36.org


